What is Phonics?  #1

(Pose Q.  Fill in KW of KWL sheet.   Possibly discuss with neighbours.)
Objectives

#3

We will try to clarify for you through some theoretical explanation, some demonstration mini-lessons, and finally by calling on some of you to share your experiences, just how Phonics is a useful, relevant and necessary tool in the effective teaching and learning of English.
#15 and 16
If you can read them, or have a reasonable guess, then you have some notion of what phonics is.  It is the relationship between letters and sounds.

Traditionally, the way of teaching and learning in HK is to drill and memorise, and this suits some curriculum areas very well.  However, English is very different from Cantonese, and the words are not created in the same way.
It simply isn’t possible, or desirable, to memorise every word in English. It is the only language which is still growing – think of all the new IT words used internationally – they are all English – so there has to be a mechanism for reading them when you meet them for the first time.  

There also has to be a way of creating them in the first place!

That mechanism is sounding out / decoding – Phonics.

Before you can understand, teach or learn Phonics you have to have Phonemic Awareness: that is, you must be able to hear the sounds within a word.
#17
English words are made up of individual sounds which blend together, and these are represented by letters, or letter clusters.  Some letters and letter blends can make a number of different sounds, and some letters appear in words, but are actually silent.

Each letter has an alphabetic name, but this is not the sound that it produces in the spoken word.
Phonemic Awareness

#19

Let’s clarify the difference between a letter and a sound:

This letter is C; the sound that it makes is c. 

Put it into a word – cap – and you can hear the c at the beginning.  In the word ‘picnic’ where is it?  It is in the middle and at the end.

This is the letter K; it also makes a ‘c’ sound.  In kite it is ___?  In the word fork it is _______.  In the word kick ___?

That is very easy for some people to hear, but many find it hard to differentiate.  They have not developed phonemic awareness.  

One crucial thing to keep in mind is that this is an AUDITORY skill we are dealing with.

Developing PA – (strategies)
#25

In teaching young native English speakers we use alliteration, rhyme, blending, segmenting, syllabification, onset / rime to build this skill.  This method is equally valid in the HK context – even at Secondary level.  You just need to select the examples and strategies that you use to suit the level.

Once you can hear and differentiate sounds within words, you can use the symbols (letters) which create those sounds to build or de-code words.  

What other sounds can you hear in the word cat? ‘a’ and ‘t’.

Now try these words - >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

In these examples there are 3 letters and 3 sounds, but that isn’t always the case.

Try ‘fish’ – again 3 sounds, but this time 4 letters.  ‘sh’ combine to make 1 sound.  What about >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>?

Making it simple (code)
# 26

Phonics can appear to be a very complex subject, but it can be simplified.

*Letters make sounds = phonemes

*Phonemes make words.

Think of it as a code.

In order to read and write we need to be able to de-code, or crack the code.  And there are tools to help us do that.

Making the sounds correctly
#27

There are two separate skills: hearing the sound, and making that sound.

Sounds must be correctly produced, and this has to be taught. (Mr Tongue’s House).

Teaching sequence
#28

There are various theories about the sequence in which phonics should be taught, but at Primary level the most frequently used is >>>>>>>>>>

However, this can be adapted to suit the existing knowledge, and needs of your students.
#31
Obviously with secondary students you would present it differently, but the focus must be on getting students to HEAR the sound, not identify it from the written letter.

Activity Four
#32

Consonant game  - alliterative lists and sentences

Once these sounds are identified at the beginning of a word (initial sound), they can be listened for in other positions, at the end and in the middle.

Usually short vowels are taught next:  a e i o u  and then onset and rime. Digraphs, blends and long vowels

