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Quality Circle — A Great Platform for Professional Exchange
Mrs. Susanna Lee (HKTA The Yuen Yuen Institute No. 2 Secondary School)

Thanks to the HKTA, the English teachers have been given a chance in the past five years to
come together to discuss some salient issues with regard to the teaching and learning of
English. A strong sense of brotherhood has also been established among the five HKTA
secondary schools. Below is a brief review of our work done during these five years.

Faced with various pressing teaching and learning issues under the Education reform, the
participating teachers have exchanged a lot of practical ideas at the Quality Circle meetings.
These issues included motivating students to learn English, the teaching of S3 TSA Oral
English, the implementation of the English SBA, the English Enhancement Scheme and the
NSS English Curriculum at various HKTA schools. Through peer-learning, the schools
have been striving for excellence.

Apart from sharing and discussion, a few workshops have also been held for teachers to
refresh, to reflect on, and to share some teaching methodologies. Two practical workshops
on the teaching of phonics, both of which received an overwhelming response, were
conducted by the group, with the NET from YY3 and an EDB officer as speakers
respectively.  Besides our secondary colleagues, the group has also conducted two
workshops for our primary counterparts in the past five years, one of which was on
preparing primary students for the Attainment Test and one was on the use of “Reader
Theatre” for promoting reading.

As there is a strong bond among the five HKTA secondary schools, attempts have been
made to create as much collaborative work as possible largely to broaden both students and
teachers’ perspectives. A number of joint-school activities were successfully held. These
included an English Day Camp between YY2 and YY1; Form Five English Oral Practice
among YY1, YY3and CCSS; and the Staff Development Day on “Teaching English through
Popular Culture” between YY2 and Tang Hin Memorial School.

But for the initiation of this Quality Circle by the HKTA, the English Department of the five
schools would not have benefited or been inspired so much. We wish the English Quality
Circle all successes in all its future endeavours.
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